
Keys, Scales and Chords 
 

Scale 
A pattern of notes that go up and down in a specific order 

Key 

 
 Each minor or major scale is made up of seven notes before it is then repeated. 

 

A key is a collection of notes that make 
up a scale. The notes found in the key 
make up the melody and harmony of 
the music. 
 
Depending on how the notes relate to 
one another, the key can either be a 
major key (warm and happy) or a minor 
key (cold and sad). 

 
Each major key has a relative minor 
key. The relative minor always begins 
on the 6th note of every major scale. 

Chords of a key 

A chord is group of notes played together at 
the same time.  
 
A triad is a type of chord that groups three 
evenly spaced notes together. 
 
In each key there are seven chords related to 
the seven notes of the scale. 
 
Each key has three major triad chords and 
three minor triad chords. It also has a 
diminished triad that sounds clashy. 

 

C Major Chords A Minor Chords 

C Dm Em F G Am Bdim Am Bdim C Dm Em F G 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 

C            D            E            F            G           A            B           C 

A           B            C            D           E           F            G             A 

C Major Scale 

A Minor Scale 

C            Dm         Em            F             G           Am        Bdim          C 


