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I have worked in Runcorn for the almost 25 years and during this 
time I have seen many changes in the world of education, but the 
one aspect of it that has always remained is how proud I am to be 
part of this community. While there have been some characters, the 
young people I have met, taught and watched grow have always 
ensured that no two days are the same and they have driven me to 
always want the absolute best for them. However, I must admit I do 
feel a tad old when new arrivals to school greet me with, “You taught 
my mum and dad!”

Leading The Grange Academy is such as exciting prospect. It is not 
often you get to help shape a child’s education, from nursery age 
through to their teenage years, by working with a highly skilled 
and dedicated team to ensure they leave with qualifications and 
experiences to succeed in their chosen pathways. I felt that this role 
was one that I could not ignore. Having worked with the school 
relatively closely in the past, I can see some real opportunities to 
build on the great practice that already takes place in the school 
every single day.

I really look forward to getting to know you all over the coming 
months. There will be plenty of opportunity for us to meet, so please 
do come and say hello, as this is our school and my door will always 
be open.
M​r J Jardine
Executive Principal Designate

Dear Parents and carers

I am genuinely delighted and 
excited to be the Executive 
Principal of The Grange Academy.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF PRIMARY

I have three children, one daughter and two sons. My daughter is in 
university in London, my two sons are here in the secondary phase 
of our school. I know how important it is that our children are 
happy and that they achieve their full potential. 
At The Grange Academy we have a hugely committed and talented 
staff team, and of course our wonderful children and families, who 
lie at the heart of everything we do, which makes this school such a 
special place to be. 

Building a partnership within our school community is essential 
to the success of your child’s journey here, and I look forward to 
getting to know you all better and working closely alongside you in 
the future.

Thank you for your continued support.

Mrs. K Ireland

Dear Parents and carers

It gives me great pleasure to write 
to you all as the head of primary at 
The Grange Academy. I have been 
a part of this wonderful school for 
nearly 17 years and I feel extremely 
honoured and privileged to have 
been chosen to continue to lead 
this fantastic school onto the next 
stage of its journey.
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As our car park gets 
extremely busy during drop 
off and pick up times, we 
ask parents/carers/visitors to 
ensure that they do not block 
in or obstruct other vehicles 
and do not park on the zig-
zag markings on Latham 
Avenue. 
Disabled bays are allocated 
for parents/students who 
have limited mobility and 
must display a blue badge.
Please be observant of 
pedestrians and also remind 
children of the importance 
of road safety - using 
zebra crossings correctly, 
checking before they cross 
the road etc. We appreciate 
your support in keeping 
our community safe.

School Information

Our Grange Pantry is open all year, this is a free and confidential 
service.
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SECONDARY ENTRY AND EXIT

Secondary
Start of the Day is 8:30am
Registration 8:30am - 850am
Period 1 - 8:50am - 9:50am
Period 2 - 9:50am - 10:50am
Break 10:50am - 11:05am
Period 3- 11:05am - 12:05pm
Period 4 - 12:05pm - 13:05pm
Lunch - 13:05pm - 13:35pm
Period 5 - 13:35pm - 14:35pm
Finish of the day is 14:35pm

THE GRANGE ACADEMY NEWSLETTER

Primary
Start of the Day is 8:40am
Registration 8:40am - 850am
Period 1 - 8:50am - 9:50am
Break 9:50am - 10:05am
Period 2 - 10:05am - 11:05am
Period 3- 11:05am - 12:50pm
Lunch - 11:35am - 12:50pm
Period 4 - 12:50pm - 13:50pm
Period 5 - 13:50pm - 14:50pm
Finish of the day is 14:50pm

•	 Entry and exit into the school will be 
through the side entrance.

•	 Uniform will be checked at the door 
with Blue slips issued if required.                      
(2 days to rectify any issue)

•	 All students arriving after 8:30am will be 
marked in as late. 

•	 Late detention will take place during 
breaktime.
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Our reading dogs Dobby and Ron have been 
coming into school each week to read with a 
selection of our Primary students.
They are always so well-behaved and enjoy 
falling asleep listening to the children read.

They arrived in their very own Grange Academy 
uniforms.  They even got their very own 
certificates for being so good!

Dobby and Ron
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Year 3 have enjoyed 
workshops in 
school delivered by 
Chester Zoo over 
the past few weeks.  
Following on from 
those workshops we 
had a fabulous day 
at the zoo exploring 
the animals. We 
have been looking 
at animals that are 
native to the UK 
and how we can 
help them survive 
as some are now 
endangered.

Chester Zoo
Year 2 had a fantastic 
time at Chester Zoo.
We enjoyed our 3 
workshops and finished 
them off with a wonderful 
day at the zoo. We saw 
lions, elephants, giraffes 
and even managed to 
spot the rare Jaguars!
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Chester Zoo
Recently the Geography team have taken 85 
year nine students to Chester Zoo across two 
separate field trips, to link with their current 
topic of study all about ecosystems. 
Students were able to experience climate 
characteristics replicated and see up close the 
adaptations of animals in action. 

This formed part of the geography 
departments GCSE taster ahead of year nine 
option selection, to tie in with the AQA Unit 
‘The Living World’.

Despite some very wet weather (even snow!) 
spirits remained high and a great day was had 
by all.
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53 of our Year 7 students took a trip 
out to Climbing Hut in Ellesmere Port, 
where they experienced bouldering (Free 
Climbing). The activity was a huge success 
and students relished the challenge, 
with some overcoming their fear of 
heights. I was extremely impressed by 
the perseverance shown in the face of 
adversity and the number of students 
who gave it their all. The group were 
a credit to our Academy, and it was 
obvious to see the enjoyment students 
experienced from the opportunity to learn 
outside of the classroom. A special thank 
you should go to Miss Elwell and Mrs 
Kirkby from our student support team, 
as without them the trip could not have 
gone ahead. Thank you and well done to 
those that attended!

Rock Climbing Trip

50 Students from year 8 Science took 
part in a Chemistry at Work event at the 
Catalyst Museum and Discovery Centre. 
They took part in workshops with staff 
from various Chemical based industries 
including  Croda, Surfachem, 2M and 
INEOS. They carried out electrolysis 
to release hydrogen gas; made UV 
detecting bracelets; created a chemical 
for the future; as well as enjoying some 
of the hands on exhibits in the museum.
Mrs Hall who organised the event said 
the students had learnt about the wide 
variety of roles within the chemical 
industry and how to access them. 
Students also learnt that INEOS based 
in Runcorn provides the chlorine for all 
drinking water in the UK. 

Catalyst Museum
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On Thursday 7th March 2024, we celebrated World Book Day from Nursery through to Year 11. 

Year 2 visited the school library where they browsed the shelves and each chose a book to read before coming 
together in small groups and listening to their teachers read a story.  The children were very excited to talk 
about their costumes and the books they had chosen to read. 

 

In secondary, some students read a short story and listened to various authors reading extracts from their 
own books during form time.  They also read a poem at the start of each lesson throughout the day from 
various poets including: Benjamin Zephaniah, Roger McGough and Pam Ayres. 

We also had some competitions for our students in secondary. In ‘Design a Book Cover’ the students were 
challenged to let their imaginations run wild when redesigning the cover of their favourite book.  The 
standard of entries was very high, we clearly have some budding artists amongst our students.  Choosing the 
winners was very difficult.  The ‘Staff Shelfie’ competition in form time required students to guess which 
member of staff each bookshelf belonged to.  Huge congratulations to all of our winners. 

Year 7   Year 8   Year 9   Year 10  Year 11 

Merry L   Ben H   Imogen D  Brandon L Maisie R  
Kaitlyn W  Riley O’C  Olly F 
Georgia H  Sebastian H  Maya O’B 
     

Staff throughout school also dressed up and encouraged the students to talk about 
each character and the book they were from.  A real buzz about reading for pleasure 
and the love of books was felt from Nursery through to Year 11. Classroom doors 
around school were decorated with book themes.  The atmosphere around school was 
buzzing with enthusiasm for books and reading.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks and congratulations to the staff and students who participated in the event this year and made 
it such a success.  Your enthusiasm and costumes were fabulous. 
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World Book Day continued
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Absolute Chemistry 
32 Year 11 Scientists went to the John Moore’s University labs to investigate ‘Everything About Ions’. 
They had a morning of revisiting key scientific practicals in the huge Uni labs, followed by an afternoon 
of theory revision and exam practice. It was a great opportunity to use University equipment and see 
inside the Science building. The course is seen as being very prestigious and therefore, the fact they have 
taken part means JMU will lower their offer for A-level grades if they apply to do a science course in the 
future. They behaved impeccably and got a lot out of this fantastic opportunity.  
Mrs Harris (Head of Science)
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Enrichment
All students in years 7-9 participated in an enrichment afternoon. Students chose which activities 
they participated in. It was a lovely afternoon with plenty of activities taking place including rock 
climbing, animal teach, arts & crafts, and darts. 



ASPIRE FOR EXCELLENCE

THE GRANGE ACADEMY NEWSLETTER

Enrichment
On Friday 22nd March a group of 10 
students in years 7 and 8 were invited 
to attend the Merseyside school 
games celebration event. 

They participated in a range of skill 
based activities led by England 
Netball coaches, followed by a 
tournament where they were able to 
apply their new skills and knowledge. 
This enabled them to win the majority 
of their games. 
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PRIMARY

SECONDARY



Miss McPartland    

DSL       

Mrs Ireland  

DSL 

Mr Beavon 

If you are unable to contact a member of the Safeguarding or Pastoral Team, please      
contact iCART between the hours of  

 09.00 - 17.00 on 0151 511 7722. Outside of these hours please contact the Emergency   
Duty Team on 0151 511 8200. 

Are you concerned about a Child? 

If you are concerned about a child: 
Make a factual record of your concern (include day, date, time, other witnesses, 
concern and your signature). You must share your concerns without delay. 

THE 
GRANGE ACADEMY 

Child Protection Concerns 

Miss Holcroft Mr Hutton 

Miss Stockton 

Miss Speed 

 
Secondary 

Primary 

Mrs Bazley Miss Law 
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ADDvanced solutions support children, 
young people and families living with 
neurodevelopmental conditions. You don’t 
need a diagnosis to access support.
Email: info@addvancedsolutions.co.uk or 
Tel: 0151 486 1788

Kooth is a free anonymous, confidential, 
safe, online wellbeing service, offering 
professional support, information and 
forums for young people aged 11-25. 
Access to counsellors 365 days a year 
available from 12 noon to 10pm Mon-Fri 

18 and under? Childline provide support 24 
hours a day 7 days a week via telephone, 
email and online web chat with a 
counsellor. Calls are free from mobiles and 
landlines and won’t show on your bill
Call: 0800 1111
https://www.childline.org.uk/get-support

The local Mental Health Info Point has 
details of support available for a variety of 
worries and concerns as well as info on 
how to look after your mental health and 
wellbeing. Scan the QR code on your 
smartphone or visit 
www.halton.gov.uk/mhinfopoint

SAFEGUARDING, EMOTIONAL WELLBEING AND MENTAL HEALTH
Have you noticed changes in your child’s behaviour?
Everyone can often feel low, angry or worried at times. But if these changes are 
lasting a long time or are greatly affecting your child, it might be time to seek some 
guidance.
There are things you can look out for that might suggest your child is worried about 
something: 
•	 Significant changes in how they behave and act
•	 Problems sleeping such as getting to sleep, waking often and being tired all the time 
•	 Being withdrawn or avoiding certain situations or people
•	 Not wanting to do things they usually enjoy
•	 Hurting themselves on purpose to help cope with difficult feelings or neglecting themselves
Before you seek help you might want to think about whether your child is getting 
everything they need to be healthy such as; 
•	 A healthy balanced diet including plenty of water
•	 Enough sleep
•	 Plenty of physical activity
•	 A home where they feel safe and loved
•	 Friends, hobbies and interests
There are lots of places you can get advice and help to support you and your child.

If your child is in a mental health crisis you 
can contact the local mental health crisis 
line for free on 0800 051 1508. Available
24/7 and can also support adults who need 
urgent mental health support

Young Minds provide a FREE Parents 
helpline and web chat providing confidential 
expert advice write up
You can call for free on 0808 802 5544
from 9:30am - 4pm, Monday – Friday

Speak to a School Nurse or Health Visitor 
via Chat Health text service. The number 
will operate between 9am and 5pm Mon-Fri
and messages will receive a response 
within 24 hours

Feeling anxious, worried or overwhelmed? 
SHOUT provide free confidential support 
via text 24 hours a day 7 days a week. 
https://giveusashout.org/
Text REACH to 85258
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Please ensure you are 
monitoring your children online. 
We are seeing more incidents 
of cyber-bullying and negative 
online relationships out of 
school which is causing anxiety 
in children and friendship issues 
both in and out of school. 
Please remember any of the 
following apps are not to be 
used by primary aged children:

Age Restrictions for Social 
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