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In the spirit of our school values ASPIRE, we are focusing on keeping safe 
in the Spring term. As a popular school of choice for families we are rapidly 
growing in numbers, especially in the secondary phase. 
Punctuality is important. Good punctuality along with being courteous and 
respectful helps to support strong starts to lessons and good learning from 
students. Transition between lessons is a key focus for us in the new term.    
We are stepping up supervision during lesson changeover and providing 
clear guidance to our secondary students on how to move between lessons. 
Basic expectations will be walking on the left and using indoor voices, keeping 
hands and feet to themselves and to keep moving to their next lesson. 

As the Christmas holidays approach, may I take this opportunity to thank you 
all for your support throughout this term. It has been a successful Autumn 
Term and concludes a full year for me in post. It’s been a genuine pleasure 
to work alongside a committed team of staff and our wider community. I’m 
looking forward to the break and wish everyone connected with our school a 
well-earned rest over the festive period and I hope we will still be able to see 
friends and families during this period.

Please check the website for details of the start times for the new term

Thank you, parents and carers, for your ongoing support. We are better when 
we work together.

Warm regards
R. Hicks
Principal

Hello everyone, I am glad you are taking the time to 
read our Newsletter. This month’s issue is once again 
filled with some wonderful extra-curricular events to 
celebrate. It’s been our countdown to Christmas and 
Primary have been preparing for the Christmas parties 
and performance. The choirs have been in full voice!

Our secondary phase has also been busy with students making visits to 
Unilever and guest speakers from Absolute Chemistry joined us from John 
Moore’s University.



ASPIRE FOR EXCELLENCE

SECONDARY ENTRY AND EXIT

Secondary
Start of the Day is 8:30am
Registration 8:30am - 850am
Period 1 - 8:50am - 9:50am
Period 2 - 9:50am - 10:50am
Break 10:50am - 11:05am
Period 3- 11:05am - 12:05pm
Period 4 - 12:05pm - 13:05pm
Lunch - 13:05pm - 13:35pm
Period 5 - 13:35pm - 14:35pm
Finish of the day is 14:35pm
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Primary
Start of the Day is 8:40am
Registration 8:40am - 850am
Period 1 - 8:50am - 9:50am
Break 9:50am - 10:05am
Period 2 - 10:05am - 11:05am
Period 3- 11:05am - 12:50pm
Lunch - 11:35am - 12:50pm
Period 4 - 12:50pm - 13:50pm
Period 5 - 13:50pm - 14:50pm
Finish of the day is 14:50pm

•	 Entry and exit into the school will be 
through the side entrance.

•	 Uniform will be checked at the door 
with Blue slips issued if required.                      
(2 days to rectify any issue)

•	 All students arriving after 8:30am will be 
marked in as late. 

•	 Late detention will take place during 
breaktime.
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On Tuesday Nursery had a lovely time with their families doing lots of different Christmas 
crafts, we decorated ginger bread men, made wreaths, glittered pine cones and sang 
beautiful Christmas songs to our families.  The children enjoyed spending time showing 
their families around the nursery, they had so much fun!

Nursery Craft Morning
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The Reception-Year 4 choir had a lovely time on Wednesday at Simonsfield Care Home. 
They sang Christmas songs for the residents and enjoyed a dance. The children had the 
opportunity to chat to the residents which was lovely to see. 
Father Christmas made a surprise appearance and gave each child a chocolate reindeer 
for their wonderful performance. We are so lucky! 

Primary Choir

On Tuesday the children had an amazing time at our Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 disco. 
We had snacks, played party games and did lots of dancing. 

KS1 Christmas Party
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Our Christmas bingo took place on Thursday 8th December, it was lovely to see our 
community come together and have fun in the lead up to Christmas.  We raised lots of 
money to allow us to provide some really lovely opportunities for our children in school.  
We would like to thank everyone who came for supporting our event and look forward to 
planning another one some time next year!

Christmas Bingo
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Unilever Inspire Event
10 students from Year 9 attended the launch of this 
competition at Hulme Hall in Port Sunlight this term. They 
learnt about digital marketing, packaging, processing, 
formulation and meeting the needs of the consumer in 
both hair and beauty products. The students tried all the 
tasks and shared a great deal of understanding with the 
many Unilever staff at the event and are now working in 
two groups after school, to create a product with social 
and environmental purpose. The students were excellent 
ambassadors for the Grange School and behaved 
impeccably throughout. Mrs Hall said she cannot wait to 
see the students showcase their products in the March 
competition.

Science - Absolute Chemistry Guest Speaker 
50 science students from Year 7 and Year 11 were lucky enough for a guest speaker from Absolute Chemistry to 
join us from John Moore’s University. Year 11 focused on key Chemistry revision skills and Year 7 spent the session 
investigating the properties of water and using science equipment. They were very productive sessions, and Year 7 
particularly, had a lot of fun investigating theories. Well done to all that took part. 
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Enrichment
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We have received a large donation of 
warm winter coats into our community 
shop.  If you would like a coat for your 
child please contact the school with the 
size/gender required, or call into our 
reception and staff will be happy to help. 
Our Grange Pantry is a free and 
confidential service, we also have a few 
lunch boxes and a high chair available 
along with our school uniform donations 
and food hampers.
If you have any PE kits, school ties, 
secondary skirts and blazers you would 
like to donate,  please hand them into 
our reception. We are now fully stocked 
for winter coats and primary uniform.  
Thank you

THE GRANGE PANTRY

As our car park gets extremely busy 
during drop off and pick up times, we 
ask parents/carers/visitors to ensure that 
they do not block in or obstruct other 
vehicles and do not park on the zig-zag 
markings on Latham Avenue. 
Disabled bays are allocated for parents/
students who have limited mobility and 
must display a blue badge.
Please be observant of pedestrians and 
also remind children of the importance 
of road safety - using zebra crossings 
correctly, checking before they cross 
the road etc. We appreciate your 
support in keeping our community safe.

PARENT/ CARER INFORMATION

Our Grange Pantry is open all year, this is a free and confidential 
service.
Please contact us on 01928 560660 or alternatively you can email 
Info@thegrangeacademy.co.uk.
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Our Primary Gardening Club have been 
selected to receive a Tesco Community 
Grant. How much they receive depends on 
how many ‘blue token votes’ we get over the 
next 3 months. If you, or a family member 
is visiting Widnes Tesco and receive a blue 
token, please use it to vote for us on the way 
out of the store.

WORD OF THE WEEK
Each week, we look at a high-frequency, useful word 
(which may be difficult to interpret) and explore the 
definition, sounds, spelling, word-families, grammar 

and history surrounding it.

How you can help:  
Encourage the use of the word in speaking and  

writing; model the use of the word when you talk.

PRIMARY
Harmonious (adjective)
Having a pleasant tune or harmony OR friendly and 
peaceful

Ascend (verb) 
Go up/ climb

SECONDARY
AttitudeAttitude
A settled way of thinking or feeling about something.

Synonyms: 
Perspective/ vantage/ viewpoint/ school of thought

EMOJI BOOKS
Can you guess the 
name of this well 
known children’s 
book from this emoji?
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SAFEGUARDING, EMOTIONAL WELLBEING 
AND MENTAL HEALTH

If you need to discuss any matter regarding your child, please feel 
free to contact us at school. 
We find that students achieve the best when there is open 
communication between home and school. 
Your child’s Form Tutor should be the first port of call, please 
feel free to speak to the relevant Progress Leader if you have any 
worries or concerns, or have any information that you would like to 
share as a reminder.
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ADDvanced solutions support children, 
young people and families living with 
neurodevelopmental conditions. You don’t 
need a diagnosis to access support.
Email: info@addvancedsolutions.co.uk or 
Tel: 0151 486 1788

Kooth is a free anonymous, confidential, 
safe, online wellbeing service, offering 
professional support, information and 
forums for young people aged 11-25. 
Access to counsellors 365 days a year 
available from 12 noon to 10pm Mon-Fri 

18 and under? Childline provide support 24 
hours a day 7 days a week via telephone, 
email and online web chat with a 
counsellor. Calls are free from mobiles and 
landlines and won’t show on your bill
Call: 0800 1111
https://www.childline.org.uk/get-support

The local Mental Health Info Point has 
details of support available for a variety of 
worries and concerns as well as info on 
how to look after your mental health and 
wellbeing. Scan the QR code on your 
smartphone or visit 
www.halton.gov.uk/mhinfopoint

SAFEGUARDING, EMOTIONAL WELLBEING AND MENTAL HEALTH
Have you noticed changes in your child’s behaviour?
Everyone can often feel low, angry or worried at times. But if these changes are 
lasting a long time or are greatly affecting your child, it might be time to seek some 
guidance.
There are things you can look out for that might suggest your child is worried about 
something: 
•	 Significant changes in how they behave and act
•	 Problems sleeping such as getting to sleep, waking often and being tired all the time 
•	 Being withdrawn or avoiding certain situations or people
•	 Not wanting to do things they usually enjoy
•	 Hurting themselves on purpose to help cope with difficult feelings or neglecting themselves
Before you seek help you might want to think about whether your child is getting 
everything they need to be healthy such as; 
•	 A healthy balanced diet including plenty of water
•	 Enough sleep
•	 Plenty of physical activity
•	 A home where they feel safe and loved
•	 Friends, hobbies and interests
There are lots of places you can get advice and help to support you and your child.

If your child is in a mental health crisis you 
can contact the local mental health crisis 
line for free on 0800 051 1508. Available
24/7 and can also support adults who need 
urgent mental health support

Young Minds provide a FREE Parents 
helpline and web chat providing confidential 
expert advice write up
You can call for free on 0808 802 5544
from 9:30am - 4pm, Monday – Friday

Speak to a School Nurse or Health Visitor 
via Chat Health text service. The number 
will operate between 9am and 5pm Mon-Fri
and messages will receive a response 
within 24 hours

Feeling anxious, worried or overwhelmed? 
SHOUT provide free confidential support 
via text 24 hours a day 7 days a week. 
https://giveusashout.org/
Text REACH to 85258
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