
 

 

 

                                             

                                                                                                         
   

Geography 
Year Autumn Spring Summer 

Nursery  

Marvellous me and the world around us  
Discuss and investigate the seasonal changes.  
Investigate and discuss celebrations. Locate where Santa and 
Elves live on a map.  
        
 

Our wonderful World  
Using technology and information books to study the undersea 
life.  
Locate beaches and Oceans on a world map.  
  Explore maps and globes to look at where jungle animals live in 
the world and why they don’t live in our country. 
 Field work- Support the looking after of the outdoor 
environment eg fish pond, plants etc 

Locating China on a map and discussing the differences in where 
we live linking to Chinese New Year.  

Changes  
Look at the natural world and growth of plants, trees and animals linked to 
Spring. 
Focus on different textures and materials when constructing houses and 
bridges linked to stories.  
 
 

Reception 

What is a map? 

Discuss what a map is and how it can be used focusing on key 
vocabulary street, road, map, path and forest. 

Make comparisons between a city and a forest focusing on key 
vocabulary forest, city, trees and buildings. 

 

Exploration 

Explore how penguins live in Antarctica. Key Vocabulary: cold, 
frozen, feathers and warm. 

Exploring different ways of travelling. Key vocabulary: 
environment, observations, similarities, differences and seasons. 

 

Places 

Make comparisons between Runcorn and space. Key vocabulary: Country, 
village, town. City, path and far away. 

Look at a map of places we have been and how to draw information from it. 
Key vocabulary: Europe, country, seaside, mountain and holiday. 

 

Year 1 

 What do I know about the UK and where I live? 
Locational Knowledge- name, locate and identify characteristics of 
the four countries and capital cities of the Uk and its surrounding 
seas. 
Geographical skills and fieldwork- use world map, atlases and 
globes to identify the UK and its countries. 
Use simple compass directions  (North south, East and West) and 
locational and directional{ near and far; left and right} to describe 
the location of features and routes on a map. 
Human & physical- identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the 
United Kingdom 

 

Year 2 

How different would life be if I lived in a small village 
in Kenya? 
 
Locational knowledge- name and locate the world’s seven continents and five 
oceans 
Place knowledge-understand geographical similarities and differences through 
studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United 
Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country 
Geographical skills and fieldwork- use world map, atlases and globes to 
identify the UK and its countries, continents and oceans. 
 
Human and physical geography- location of hot and cold areas of the world in 
relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles 
 

  
Why do we love to be beside the seaside? (contrasting study) 
Human and physical- use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: key physical features, 
including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, 
season and weather. 
*use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:key human features, including: city, town, 
village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop 
 
 

Geography Learning Map 



Year 3 

How do we energise our homes and country? 
Geographical skills- Describe and follow a journey on a map between two 
places or features using 8 compass points. e.g., ‘Move three steps north-east 
then 3 steps west’. • Use 8 points of a compass to describe the locations of two 
places in relation to each other. e.g., ‘The school is north-west of the shops.’ • 
Find the same boundary of a country/county on different scale maps. 

How are mountains formed and what causes an 
earthquake, tsunami or volcano? 
Geographical skills- Compare two landscapes using maps and aerial 
photographs. • Find and recognise places on maps of different scales. • Describe 
and follow a journey between two places or features using coordinates as the 
start and finish. 
Locational knowledge- Know where the main mountain regions are in the UK. 

Why is London the capital city of the UK? 
Place knowledge ♣ understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of 
human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom. Explain clearly the main 
differences between a village, town and city 
Locational knowledge ♣ name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key 
topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; 
and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 
 

Year 4 

Why do so many British people go to the 
Mediterranean? 
Place knowledge ♣ understand geographical similarities and differences 
through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South 
America 
Place knowledge- Know at least five differences between living in the UK and a 
Mediterranean country. • Know that climate and physical features has an 
important part to play when considering where and how people live. 

What are biomes and how are they created? 
Geographical skills-Compare two landscapes using maps and aerial photographs. 
• Find and recognise places on maps of different scales. • Describe and follow a 
journey between two places or features using coordinates as the start and finish. • 
Draw a map, linked to fieldwork, with features included accurately. • Draw an 
annotated sketch that includes positional and directional language. • Recognise 
how data may change over time according to the time of day and the time of year. 
• Recognise that initial ideas may change as a result of our observations. 
Place knowledge- Know the physical conditions necessary for the creation of 
different biomes. 
Physical and Human Geography Know what is meant by biomes 
and what are the features of a specific biome. 

How is a river formed? (including rivers in the UK and the 
world plus the water cycle) 
Physical & Human Geography- Know and label the main features of a river. • Know the name 
of and locate a number of the world’s longest rivers. • Know why most cities are situated close 
to a river. • Know and explain the features of a water cycle. 
Locational knowledge- Know, name and locate the main rivers in the UK. 
Geographical skills- Describe and follow a journey on a map between two places or features 
using 8 compass points. e.g., ‘Move three steps north-east then 3 steps west’. • Use 8 points of 
a compass to describe the locations of two places in relation to each other. e.g., ‘The school is 
north-west of the shops.’ • Find the same boundary of a country/county on different scale 
maps. 

Year 5 

What are the main features of South America and 
Brazil in particular?  
Place knowledge ♣ understand geographical similarities and differences 
through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South 
America 
Locational knowledge ♣ locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on 
Europe and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental 
regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities 
Geographical skills-Identify the locations of features using coordinates. • Locate 
places and features on a range of small scale maps (maps of the world). • Use 
four-figure grid references to identify features on a map, including using a key. • 
Use lines of latitude and longitude on a map of the world to locate a place (e.g., 
a country) 

What creates a rainforest and why are they located 
where they are? (climate) 
Locational knowledge ♣ locate the world’s countries, using maps 
Geographical skills use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe features studied 

What is fair trade and why should it matter to all of us? 
Geographical skills-Identify the locations of features using coordinates. • Locate places and 
features on a range of small scale maps (maps of the world). • Use four-figure grid references 
to identify features on a map, including using a key. • Use lines of latitude and longitude on a 
map of the world to locate a place (e.g., a country) 

Year 6 

What do we know about North America and what 
is its main geographical features 
Locational knowledge ♣ locate the world’s countries, using maps concentrating 
on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities 
Locational knowledge ♣ identify the position and significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones (including day and night) 
Geographical skills- Use digital maps to follow and create routes across the 
world and to talk about changes in settlements over time. • Understand how 
time zones work and be able to relate time of places compared with Greenwich 
meantime. • Use six-figure grid references to identify features on a map, 
including the use of a key. Draw a map of a real location that emphasises 
human and physical features to scale. Construct line graphs and pie charts 
arising from your own line of enquiry. • As a result of their findings, know what 
the next set of questions are to ask. 
 
Additional focus- map specific vocabulary 
Ordnance Survey grid reference aerial photograph 
time zones map symbol cartography 

 Why is climate change such an important topic? 
Geographical skills- Use digital maps to follow and create routes across the world and to talk 
about changes in settlements over time. • Understand how time zones work and be able to 
relate time of places compared with Greenwich meantime. • Use six-figure grid references to 
identify features on a map, including the use of a key. Draw a map of a real location that 
emphasises human and physical features to scale. Evaluate their own annotated sketches. 
Construct line graphs and pie charts arising from your own line of enquiry. • As a result of their 
findings, know what the next set of questions are to ask 
 
Physical and Human Geography- Know the names of and locate some of the world’s deserts • 
Know about climate change and its potential impact on our lives 

   
 


